Midreshet Shilat – Shomron seminary for young women

Each morning nearly 100 young women awake in their crowded mobile homes in the hilltop community of Alonei Shiloh. As they step out the door of their makeshift dormitory,they see the sun peeking over the hills of the Shomron. As they breathe in the crisp, clean air, they look down into the Kana riverbed, the ancient border between the tribes of Ephraim and Menashe. 

The women, from throughout Israel and even the Diaspora, have come to live on Alonei Shilo to study at the Midreshet Shilat, a seminary for young women. The seminary has many components, including a full-time, non-degreed program of Torah study for women ages 19-23. Many of the women are after army or national service. Still others are from secular families who have come to the seminary seeking their Jewish roots. This year, interested students had to be turned away due to lack of dormitory space. No one is turned away due to lack of ability to pay. 

Midreshet Shilat also includes a teacher's seminary, a program which awards a degree and teaching certificate at the end of three years. Students enrolled in Israel's public universities also attend afternoon and evening classes,and also enjoy the atmosphere of Shabbat in the dormitories. 

Every Tuesday, more than 100 women from all over the Shomron, and cities throughout Israel flock to the Midrasha for the "Bet Midrash for Women" program, a full day of workshops and lectures. All of the activity of the Midrasha energizes the families who live full-time on the hilltop. 

Alonei Shiloh, named for Shiloh Levy, z''l, who was killed in the helicopter disaster of 1997 while serving in the Israel Defense Forces, is located two miles from the center of Karnei Shomron. Twenty-one young families live on the hilltop, including Shiloh's sister, her husband and their young son. The hilltop is of strategic importance to Karnei Shomron  and to the Jewish presence in the area. But the families must remain safe. Though there are guards and watchmen and an army presence, at all times on Alonei Shiloh, the neighborhood needs more protection. A security fence around the hilltop would create a greater sense of security among the residents of Alonei Shiloh.

Here is how you can help:

Sponsor a young woman to learn at Midreshet Shilat for one year 
$3,500

Sponsor one day of "Bet Midrash for Women"


$1,000

Help build our security fence





$50,000

Purchase and set up caravan for students or a family 

$20,000

Furnish our new synagogue 





$15,000

Put in grass and a playgroung near the synagogue


$9,000

